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LG makes the top five of 
handset manufacturers 
LG has joined Samsung as one 
of the top five handset makers, 
pushing Sony Ericsson down to 
sixth place, according to 
Strategy Analytics. 
The market research company 
estimated that 113m handsets 
were sold to consumers during 
the first quarter of 2003, while 
108m units were shipped to 
distributors. 
Nokia, the leading handset 
maker with a 35.1% share of 
the market, estimated that tirst- 
quarter shipments were around 
98m units. However, Strategy 
Analytics says that Nokia’s flg- 
ures ignore a large number of 
small handset vendors in China 
and Europe. 
Nokia and second place 
Motorola saw their market 
shares fall (to 15.4% in 
Motorola’s case) during the 
quarter. Samsung’s share 
rose to 12.8%, while Siemens 
slipped to 7.4%. LG had 5.2% of 
the market. Samsung’s success 
is partly due to the strong 
growth in CDMA handset ship- 
ments, which grew by 49% as a 
result of new CDMA networks 
in China and India. GSM ship- 
ments grew by 13’%. 
Nano growth 
The market for nanotechnolo- 
gybased products including 
chemicals, materials, healthcare 
and electronics will grow an 
average of 48% annually over 
the next decade and reach 
sales of $20bn (&17.4bn) by 
2013, says Consulting 
Resources Corp. (CRC). It fore- 
casts that the market for nan- 
otech-based products is expect- 
ed to grow 50.fold over the 
next 10 years from an estimat- 
ed sales level of some $385m 
this year. CRC president Roger 
Shame1 said: “Nanotech will 
provide the basis for a new era 
in manufacturing with the 
potential for explosive growth 
in the next decade and 
beyond.” Though he cautions 
that “many potential applica- 
tions still require years of 
developmental work, produc- 
tion of nanoparticles by a num- 
ber of established companies is 
already fully commercialised 
and laying the groundwork for 
the rapid growth of nanotech.” 
Examples he cites, are 
Degussa’s work on nanoscale 
zinc, cerium and indium oxides 
for the coatings, electronics, 
personal care and optics indus- 
tries and BASF in the US, 
among a wide range of poten- 
tial products, focused on nano- 
structured water-repellent 
coatings.The North American 
coatings market minus nan- 
otech advances could be 
expected to reach sales of 
$28bn by 2013, he said, but 
nanotech innovations in the 
segment will boost sales to 
$32bn by that year. CRC will 
publish full results of its devel- 
oping study of chemical manu- 
facturers’ activity in nanotech- 
nology later this year. 
Recuritment spinoff start-up 
Ten ex-directors of Melville 
Craig have set up Eden Scott, a 
new consultancy for the semi- 
conductor and optoelectronics 
markets. Business will have a 
major focus on UK and 
European microelectronics 
and provide recruitment 
services at all levels up to 
executive director. The 
environments covered will 
include R&D, wafer fabrication. 
test and marketing. Initially, 
three directors will fund the 
business, but the company is 
already considering external 
sources of investment for ambi- 
tious growth plans. Director, 
Guy Martin said: “We feel 
that the market, whilst still 
extremely tough, is right on the 
cusp at present and we are 
beginning to see a few more 
positive signs that recovery, 
from a recruiting perspective, 
is underway. The next two to 
three quarters will remain frag- 
ile but we expect to see more 
positive developments as each 
period passes.” 
